
Dear

Welcome to our May Newsletter!

This is going to be such a busy month! Finally, the lockdown is gradually easing.

Many of our Friends Groups have started meeting for litter picks. Some of us are even

tentatively planning events for the summer. However, we do still need to follow the

Government guidance and organise our tasks in the usual way and all the details can

be found on the website. 

I Spy in May is now available with some beautiful pictures of the wildflowers and

birds that can be seen at this time of year. Don't forget you can let us know what you

see in your greenspace by clicking on the link.

What to Look Out for This Month

No Mow May

We all appreciate the importance of our wildflowers. Over the last 100 years the UK

has lost 97% of its wildflower meadows. This means that all the species of insects,

including bees and butterflies, birds, reptiles and mammals that rely on meadows

have suffered.

Plantlife are calling upon us all to lock up our mowers and stop cutting the grass for

the summer. Here in Medway we will be doing this to create more wildflower verges

and meadows in our greenspaces. Why not join us in your own back garden and leave

all or part of it uncut for the summer and see how it helps the biodiversity in your

own back yard!

For more information click on the link above.

World Bee Day

https://mugsforum.org/
https://mugsforum.org/2021/04/28/i-spy-in-may/
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may
https://www.worldbeeday.org/en/
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We know how important bees are for pollination especially for our own fruit and veg!

But did you know that the UK has around 270 species of bee!!

World Bee Day is an opportunity to celebrate our bees and find out more about how

we can can protect them for the future.

For those of you are keen on facts and figures, Slovenia was responsible for

establishing World Bee Day, why?

Slovenia is one of the top countries in the world in terms of the number of

beekeepers per capita, with every 200th inhabitant a beekeeper. For tens of

thousands of Slovenian citizens, beekeeping is a way of life with a long tradition. The

bee, in particular the indigenous Carniolan honey bee, is part of Slovenian national

identity. Slovenia is the only country in the European Union to have introduced legal

protection for its bees. In 2011 it became one of the first countries in the EU to

prohibit the use of certain pesticides harmful to bees.

You can click on the link above and Kent Wildlife Trust has plenty of advice on simple

things we can do do to help our bees.

Volunteers' Week

Volunteers’ Week is an annual celebration of the contribution millions of people make

across the UK through volunteering. Join us this year to recognise the fantastic

contribution volunteers make and say thank you.

It is also an opportunity to let your friends know about the work you do on your local

greenspace. 

National Hedgerow Week

The first ever National Hedgerow Week is taking place Saturday 29 May - Sunday 6

June 2021.

"The past year has highlighted to many of us just how essential our local green

spaces are, and hedgerows are an oft-overlooked natural treasure. They are

wonderful wildlife habitats, provide uplifting greenery and can even help tackle

climate change. But to thrive, they need our care and attention. Join this nationwide

celebration and get access to resources, inspiration and activities that we can all do

to close the gaps in our urban and rural hedgerows. Save the date and stay tuned to

find out how to get involved! The Close the Gap hedgerow programme is funded by

the government's Green Recovery Challenge Fund."

The Tree Council

 

And finally................

National Clean Air Day

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/actions
https://volunteersweek.org/
https://treecouncil.org.uk/take-action/seasonal-campaigns/close-the-gap-and-national-hedgerow-week/


Clean Air Day is the UK's largest air pollution campaign, engaging thousands of

people at hundreds of events, and reaching millions more through the media. This

year Clean Air Day is taking place on 17 June 2021.

Led by Global Action Plan, Clean Air Day brings together communities, businesses,

schools and the health sector to:

 

 Improve public understanding of air pollution.

 

 Build awareness of how air pollution affects our health.

 

 Explain the easy actions we can all do to tackle air pollution, helping to protect

the environment and our health.

 

This is a busy time of year for lots of reasons, not least the fact that as lockdown

ends we can get out and about again.

Fresh air and nature and a chance to help our local community; what better way to

get Medway back to normal!!

 

Medway Urban Greenspaces Forum | c/o Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, ME4 4TR,

Chatham

https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/
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