
Dear

Welcome to our March Newsletter

The poet Wordsworth wrote .....

"I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o'er vales and hills,

When all at once I saw a crowd,

A host, of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze."

This is a poem about memory, hope and imagination, something that resonates with

us all after the year we have had.

It ends with....

"And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils."

.......... a lovely way to start the Spring!

In this month's Newsletter we talk about caring for our greenspaces as we come out

of lockdown. We ask the question: Is your garden wildlife ready for spring? There is a

focus upon the Hairy Footed Flower Bee and we have an update on the Great British

Spring Clean!

COVID Update

The Government has published its Road Map out of lockdown.

For our own greenspaces this means that we will soon be able to start meeting again

so we do hope that as the lockdown ends we will have some good news on this soon.

In the meanwhile you can do some individual activities such as litter picking, so if

you want more information on this then please contact Marion.

For further advice on COVID can be found on the Medway Council website.

Taking Care of our Greenspaces

Even though we are still not able to meet in person as Friends Groups there is still a

lot we can do. Over the last few weeks we have all heard stories about, and even

witnessed ourselves, about how busy our greenspaces have been. Both Riverside and

Capstone Farm Country Parks have had a huge increase in visitors now that the

weather has improved.

We need to care for our greenspaces, but at the same time we don't want to stop

people from visiting, especially after the winter we have been through.

There are some simple guidelines that we can follow to minimise the impact we

have:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-roadmap-to-cautiously-ease-lockdown-restrictions
https://www.medway.gov.uk/coronavirus
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If possible avoid using your car

Without being impolite - use the loo before you go!

Take all your litter home and recycle it

If you are looking to get healthy with your walking visit the Council's Get

Active pages for ideas

Planning for the Future

As you know our greenspaces are precious to us and they need some serious TLC at

the moment.

As Friends Groups we will soon be able to get out and start doing some tasks. In the

meanwhile why not make up a wish list of things that need doing on your greenspace

and share this with Marion. Once the lockdown ends we can then get going!

Over the last year most of us have learned about the wonders of meeting on line. The

MUGs Forum can provide you with support if you are new to this. We can also help

with your Friends Group plans so please contact us for further advice. 

Is your Garden Wildlife Ready?

As the Spring arrives our gardens are starting to come alive again after a really cold

and snowy end to winter.

There is plenty to do outside, even if we only have pocket sized garden or a balcony

and window box!

In particular, we need to think about our local wildlife. What can we do to help the

biodiversity of the planet?

Here are few ideas and links:

Go native - local native plants always attract the most insects and these are

food for our birds.

Think about hedgehogs - have you got a hedgehog highway into your garden?

For more information go to the British Hedgehog Preservation Society.

Feeders - even in the spring and summer the birds appreciate a little extra food

so keep your feeders topped up 

Wild areas - it always temping to keep things neat and tidy. Try some re-

wildling and resist using the strimmer and keep a log pile in a quiet corner!

Grow a mini-meadow - if you have a lawn leave some of it to grow long, or

even sow some wildflower seeds, and see what bees and butterflies come to

visit.

There is a lot of great advice and guidance on what you can do to make your garden

wildlife ready! Visit the Kent Wildlife Trust , Plantlife or the RSPB websites for some

fabulous ideas.

Focus on our bees

There are hundreds of different wild bees that live in the UK and many of them can

be found here in North Kent. One in particular, is the Hairy Footed Flower Bee.

https://www.medway.gov.uk/getactive
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-gardens
https://plantlife.love-wildflowers.org.uk/wildflower_garden
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/hairy-footed-flower-bee-anthophora-plumipes/


(Photo courtesy of Bumblebee Conservation Trust)

This species is one of the first to emerge in spring and can be confused for a small

bumble bee, however, they have a quick darting flight unlike the slower bumble bees.

Males and females look very different from each other, the male is pale ginger

colour, while the females are black all over. 

Unlike honey bees these are solitary bees without workers or any social structure,

although they do nest in groups and can bee seen feeding on early spring flowers

from February.

For more information why not visit the Bumblebee Conservation Trust.

Social Media Volunteer

One of the most important ways the MUGS Forum stays in touch with its membership

is through Social Media. The MUGs Forum runs a busy website and three social media

accounts; Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

All the Friends Groups maintain different online services for their members and as the

MUGs Forum membership has grown steadily over the last few years the support

needed for them has increased.

We are looking for a volunteer who can help with this work for a couple of hours a

week; if this is for you then please get in touch via the MUGs website.

News in Brief

The UK Census

Just a quick reminder that Census Day is fast approaching on the 21st March, when

we will all be asked for information about who we are and where we live!

It’s important you take part in the census. From the census information, we can make

a real impact on our day-to-day lives.

For more information follow the link to the Council web site. 

Update on the HIF Consultation

A quick update to let you know that the consultation period for the new development

around Hoo and the Peninsula has been extended to April 6th. For more information

follow the link.

Towards Plastic Free Medway

Don't forget to complete and return your Plastic Free Pledge and help Medway gain it

plastic free status! More information is available though our website.

And Finally ............

This year, the great news is that the Great British Spring Clean will take part in

SPRING once again from 28 May to 13 June.

Full details can found on the Keep Britain Tidy website and you will hear more about

this over the coming weeks.

 

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/about-us/
https://mugsforum.org/contact/
https://www.medway.gov.uk/census2021
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200177/regeneration/1260/housing_infrastructure_fund_hif_consultation/2
https://mugsforum.org/
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean
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